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I.— Catalogue of the Birds of India, with Remarks on their Geo- 
graphical Distribution. By Epwarp Biytu, Curator of the 
Asiatic Society’s Museum, Calcutta. Part I., containing 
Scansores and Raptores. 


[This catalogue will include, besides the birds of India proper and 
Cashmere (to which Mr. Jerdon confines his attention in his work now in 
preparation), the species found in Ceylon, Assam, the British Burmese 
territories, and the Malayan peninsula, down to Singapore, the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands, and what little is known of dis Ornithology of the 
Maldives and Laccadives. | 


Order SCANSORES. 
.. Fam. PSITTACIDZAE. 
Genus Par zonis, Vigors (including Belocercus, Müller). 


l. P. ALEXANDRI: Psittacus alexandri, L. (Edwards, D 
peso T 

Syn. Vide Gray, Brit. Mus. Cat. Psittacidee (1859), p. 18. 

Hab. 'The Alexandrian Parrakeet inhabits the hilly regions of 
all India, from the sub-Himalayas to Ceylon, inclusive, with 
those of Assam, Sylhet, Arakan, and the Tenasserim provinces 
as low as Amherst province. According to Dr. Mason, “it is 
found in the provinces Amherst, Pegu, and Arakan ; but I never 
saw it," he remarks, “in Tavoy or Mergui.” Neither did I ob- 
serve it in the interior of the province of Martaban, nor towards 
the coast upon the hills near Moulmein. It has been received 
from Siam, and also from the Andaman Islands*. In Nepal, 

* A living specimen, however; very possibly a native of India that had 


been taken from Calcutta to Port Blair in the first instance. 
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Mr. Hodgson states that “it inhabits the Sál-forest exclusively, 
and is not known to the Parrot-tamers." It is the ordinary 
Parrakeet of the Punjab. In the peninsula of India it appears . 
to be somewhat rare; but, in Ceylon, Mr. E. L. Layard 
“found it in countless thousands at Battacalsa, nesting in 
the cocoa-nut palms, and resorting to them by night in vast 
flocks. I procured a specimen or two," he adds, “at Maleth, 
in the central provinces ; and I shot a single bird at Gillymalle." 
The very young are brought in considerable numbers to Cal- 
cutta, the earliest towards the close of February, and another 
batch of them in April, being doubtless the second brood ; many 
old birds also. They come from the Midnapur jungles chiefly, 
as I am assured, though some probably are from the Rajmáhal 
and other proximate hills. . Buchanan Hamilton states that this 
species * frequents the Sunderbáns, but comes to the neigh- 
bourhood of Calcutta when the crop of rice is ripe” (MSS.). 
If so (and the authority of that great observer is unquestionable), 
there can be little doubt that the flocks which visit this vicinity 
come rather from the hill-jungles westward of the delta; and it 
is not improbable, but consistent rather with daily observation 
of the habits of the birds of this genus, that they regularly 
return to their accustomed roosting-places in the hills every 
evening, however great may be the distance *. That Sonnerat 
observed the Alexandrian Parrakeet wild in the Philippine 
Islands needs confirmation. 


2. P. rorquatus: Psittacus torquatus, Boddaért (Pl. Enl. 
551). Ps. cubicularis, Hasselquist (?) : P. parvirostris, Bp. (?) : 
P. layardi, Blyth. 

Syn. Vide Gray, Brit. Mus. Cat. Psittacidee (1859), p. 19. 

Hab. “The Rose-ringed Parrakeet," writes Mr. Swainson, 
“is one of the few birds of Senegal whose geographic distribu- 
tion extends from east to west. Of four specimens in very 
perfect plumage now before us, three are from Western Africa 
and one from Madras: between the first three of these there is 


* « All the Parrakeets love the shelter of hills, and breed there exclu- 
sively ; though they wander a good deal in the cold weather, especially in 
the plains” (Hodgson). P. torquatus is so far an exception, that it 
breeds abundantly throughout the plains of India. 
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no difference whatever in size; but that from the East Indies 1s 
considerably larger, the length of its wing, in fact, measuring 
7 in., while that of the Senegal race is not quite 6 in.”* "The 
late H. E. Strickland, however, in a list of birds procured in 
Kordofan, remarks that “this species, which extends across 
Africa from Abyssinia to Senegal, is identical with specimens 
from India T." Col. Chesney, moreover, notices them in Syria as 
“abounding in the spring T." Of numerous Asiatic specimens 
examined (from Upper India, Bengal, Ceylon, Burmah, &c.), | 
have found the length of wing to be very regularly 61 in., 
though a few old males attain to 7 in. According to Lieut. Irwin, 
“the Parrot and Maina are scarcely natives of Turkistan, or at 
least of the country around the Oxus $ "—by which, I presume, 
he means that they do occur there as visitants. 

This is one of the commonest of Indian birds, inhabiting the 
plains chiefly, if not exclusively. It is found alike in Ceylon, the 
Deyra Doon, Assam, Sylhet, parts of Burmah, and the Malayan 
peninsula (to the latitude of Penang), preferring cultivated dis- 
tricts; and, so far as I have seen, it is the only Indian Parrakeet 
that affects the vicinity of human habitations, flocks of them often 
settling on buildings, especially if in gardens with trees about 
them, and a few pairs commonly breeding in suitable cavities 
about large buildings. It is the only species observed wild in 
the densely populous immediate neighbourhood of Calcutta ; but 
in the nearest jungle-districts, more especially on hilly ground, 
it is replaced by P. rosa. The multitudes of them about some 
of the stations in the plains of Upper India, particularly where 
there are large avenues of trees (as at Allahabad), are indeed 
astonishing; and Mr. Layard’s description of them in Ceylon 
wili be familiar to the ornithological reader{]. In the dense 
forest-jungles of the hill-regions lying eastward of the Bay of 
Bengal it does not occur, though found in open country, as in 
Upper Pegu. Inthe Tenasserim provinces, remarks Dr. Mason, 


* Nat. Libr., Birds of West Africa, ii. p. 175. 
T Proc. Zool. Soc. 1850, p. 219. 
i Journal of the Euphrates Expedition, i. pp. 443, 537. 
§ Journ. As. Soc. viii. p. 1007. 
$ Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist. xiii. (1854) p. 262. 
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this species is seen in smaller companies than P. javanicus, which 
have not the same habit of simultaneous descent upon the rice- 


fields. 


3. P. coLUMBOIDES, Vigors (Jerdon, Madr. Journ. Lit. Sc. xi. 
p. 209. pl. 3; Ill. Ind. Orn. pl. 18). 

Syn. P. melanorhynchus, Sykes (female or young). Psittacus 
kienerii et Conurus sagittifer columboides, Bourj. Perr. t. 3, 9a. 

Hab. Forests of Malabar; rare in the Nilgiris. 


4. P. captHRAP#®, Layard; Blyth, J. A. S. xvni. p. 801. 
Syn. P. gironieri, Verreaux. Psittacus viridicollis, Cassin. 
Hab. Mountains of Ceylon. 


5. P. scnisticers, Hodgson, As. Res. xix. p. 178. 

Syn. Conurus himalayanus, Lesson. 

Hab. Common in the middle and lower regions of the Huna- 
laya, extending westward to Pushut, where the late W. Griffith 
observed it in flocks; Nágá and Káshyá hills (Ya-ma-Doong 
range), Upper Pegu. Captured examples are not unfrequently 
brought to Dacca, but seldom to Calcutta. 


6. P. rosa: Psittacus rosa, Boddaért, ex Buff. Pl. Enl. 888. 

Syn. P. bengalensis et P. cyanocephalus (?), Gray, vide Brit. 
Mus. Cat. Psittacide (1859), pp. 20, 21. 

Hab. The upland jungle-districts of all India proper, with 
Ceylon, Assam, Sylhet, Arakan, Pegu, Martaban, the Tenas- 
serim provinces, and Siam*; replacing in the lower hills, for 
the most part, the P. torquatus of the plains of India, but also 
inhabiting the plains where clad with forest jungle, or otherwise 
well wooded. Buchanan Hamilton states that many breed in 
the Bengal Sunderbáus, “to which they return in the spring 
for that purpose. They come out upon the cultivated country 
in immense flocks so soon as the first crop of rice approaches 
to maturity ; for this is their favourite food."—(MSS.) Great 


* In the Catalogue of the India-house Museum, a specimen is noted 
from China, * from Reeves's Collection; doubtless an Indian example, 
taken out probably from Calcutta. Is Sonnerat’s Philippine species 
really different—the P. cyanocephalus of Gray ?—[Mr. Swinhoe has ex- 
amples of this bird from Canton, where it undoubtedly occurs as a feral 
species. — Lp. | 
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numbers of them are brought to Calcutta, and the small young 
during the month of April. 

7. P. canicers, Blyth, J. A. S. xv. pp. 23, 51, 368 (Gould, 
B. As. pt- ix.). 

Hab. Of this fine large species, a living male was obtained in 
one of the Nicobar Islands, with its wings and tail much muti- 
lated; and the late Dr. Cantor procured a fine female in Penang. 


8. P. zavaxnicus, Osbeck (Swainson, Zool. Ill. ser. 1, pl. 16). 

Syn. P. javanicus, P. vibrisca, P. barbatus (?), P. melano- 
rhynchus, et P. borneus, Gray, Brit. Mus. Cat. Psittacidæ (1859), 
pp. 23, 24. 

Hab. This handsome species is particularly abundant in the 
Indo-Chinese countries, but is not seen wild on the western side 
of the Bay of Bengal, though ponticerianus is one of its syno- 
nyms; neither (according to the Dutch, naturalists) does it in- 
habit Borneo, though borneus is another synonym; but it is 
common in Java and also in Siam, and thence to Assam, and 
westward to Nepál, breeding in the hills and adjacent forests, 
and resorting in immense flocks to the open plains when the 
crops are ripening. In the forests of Upper Martaban I ob- 
served only this species and P. rosa, both in extreme abundance. 
Buchanan Hamilton observed them “in the woods near Gor- 
ruckpore." Vast numbers are obtained by the Calcutta bird- 
dealers, even when very young, which are brought from Tippera 
and Chittagong, as I have been assured. 


9. P. prytHRoGENYS, Blyth, J. A. S. xv. pp. 23, 51, 368 
(Gould, B. As. pt. ix.). 

Syn. P. nicobaricus, Gould. 

Hab. Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

10. P. toneicaunus: Psittacus longicaudus, Boddaért, ex Buff. 
Pl. Enl. 887. 

Syn. Vide Gray, Brit. Mus. Cat. Psittacide (1859), p. 22. 
P. modestus, Fraser, et P. viridimystax, Blyth. 

Hab. Sumatra, Borneo, and the southern portion of the Ma- 
layan peninsula,—being the only Paleorais there met with, and 
having the same range of distribution as the two following 
Species. 


6 Mr. E. Blyth on the Birds of India. 
Genus Psirtinus, Blyth, J. A. S. xi. p. 189*. 


11. Ps. maraccensis: Psittacus malaccensis, Latham (Swain- 
son's Zool. Ill. ser. 1, pl. 154). 

Syn. Vide Gray, Brit. Mus. Cat. Psittacidze (1859), p. 91 
= Psittacula incerta (Shaw). 

Hab. Sumatra, Borneo, and the Southern Malayan peninsula, 
as the last, but extending northward, as somewhat of a rarity, 
to the southern Tenasserim provinces (Tavoy and Mergui). Its 
manners in captivity, and doubtless its wild habits, ave altogether 
those of a Paleornis, to which genus it is most closely akin. 


Subfam. EcLEcTIN Æ. 
Genus Lonicurus, Blyth, J. A. S. xix. p. 236. 


(a. Black-billed.) 
12. L. cateuxus: Psittacus galgulus, L. (Edwards, B. pl. 298. 
Id 
Syn. Vide Gray, Brit. Mus. Cat. Psittacidze (1859), p. 54. 
Hab. Sumatra, Borneo, and southern part of Malayan penin- 
sula. 


(b. Coral-billed.) 

13. L. vgRNALIs: Psittacus vernalis, Sparrm. (Sw. Zool. Ill. 
ser. 2, pl. 11). 

Syn. Vide Gray, Brit. Mus. Cat. Psittacide (1859), p. 54. 

Hab. All the hilly parts of India, from the sub-Himalayan 
region to the extreme south, but not Ceylon; also the countries 
bordering the eastern shores of the Bay of Bengal, as far south 
as the Tenasserim provinces, where it is very abundant. It is 
likewise found in Java according to Dr. S. Müller, and a speci- 
men received from Java is in the Calcutta MuseumT ; but is 
replaced in the Malayan Peninsula, Sumatra, and Borneo by 
L. galgulus. The great supply to the Calcutta bird-dealers 
comes chiefly from the Rajmáhal hills. 


* Barely separable from Paleornis, ssi the short tail. I have now 
tame living specimens. 

t One from the “ Indian Archipelago.” is also noted in Gray’s ‘ Cata- 
logue.’ 


Mr. E. Blyth on the Birds of India. 7 


14. L. covract: Psittacula coulaci, Lesson (Edwards, B. pl. 6). 

Syn. Vide Gray, Brit. Mus. Cat. Psittacide (1859), p. 55 
= L. indicus**. 

Hab. Ceylon. 


Order RAPTORES. 
Tribe I. Diurnz. 
Fam. FALCONIDÆ. 
Subfam. FALCONIN Æ. 


Genus Farco, L. 
(a. Jer- or Arctic Falcons: Hierofalco, Kaup.) 
Remark.—The Shanger of Eastern works on Falconry, stated to 
be “ very rarely met with in India—not more than one or two 
in a century, and then generally in the Punjáb," is a Jer-falcon 
of some species, probably F. candicans, Gmelin, and was doubt- 
less brought to India from Northern Asiat. 


(b. Cliff Falcons.) 


15. F. carrus, Latham (vide J. A. S. xxviii. p. 281). 

Syn. F. peregrinus of India, auctorum. 

Hab. India generally (and Ceylon ?), as a winter visitant only, 
retiring beyond the Himalaya to breed, and resorting in the 
cold season much to watery situations, where it preys chiefly on 
the Anatide. I have seen no example from the eastern side of 


the Bay of Bengal. F. peregrinus (verus) should be looked for 


* I reject the name indicus, because the race does not inhabit India, 
so far as known; although so common in Ceylon, where it replaces L. 
vernalis. 

T In a Kabul letter, published in the * Lahore Chronicle,’ we read that, 
on December 13th, 1858, “a letter was read from Sirdar Mahommed Ufzul 
Khan, from Balkh, stating that the ruler of Kokhán had sent his son with 
a present of 90 horses, 90 camels, 9 white Hawks, 40 slave girls and boys, 
and 18,000 tilles, to the king of Bokhára, who had accepted them, and was 
greatly pleased.” 

A subsequent letter in the same newspaper states that, on the 9th January, 
1859, “the Amir received two Churkhs [FALCO SACER?] from Bálkh, which 
were sent off to Pesháwur, for Major Lumsden.” 

These extracts serve to show how the Falcons of Middle Asia are still 
conveyed about. 
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in the Himalaya; and it remains to ascertain whether this and 
F. calidus do not grade into each other in W. Asia*. 


16. F. rEnEGRINATOR, Sund.+ (Gould B. As. pl. 36). 

Syn. F. ruber indicus, Aldrovandi ; Sumatran F. communis (?), 
Gm., apud Raffles, Linn. Tr. xin. p.278. F.herbecola (?), Tickell, 
J. A. S. n. p. 570. F. shaheen, Jerdon. F. sultaneus, Hodgson. 

Hab. India, Indo-China, and Malasia ; Ceylon: rare in Lower 
Bengali. Arabia? Mesopotamia? Persia? 


(c. Desert Falcons: Gennaia, Kaup.) 


17. F. sacer, Schlegel (Gould, B. As. pl. 20; Hardw. Ill. Ind. 
Zool. pl. 25). | 

Syn. F. lanarius, of Temminck & Gould. F. DOSE Gray. 

Hab. Desert region of W. Asia and N. Africa; Punjáb; 


Suliman and Salt ranges. 


18. F.svccrR, Gray (Gould, B. As. pl. 1; Young, in Jerdon’s 
Il]. Ind. Orn. pl. 44). 


Syn. F. luggar, Jerdon. F. thermophilus, Hodgson. 
fab. Plains of India. 


19. F. Basytonicus, Gurney (‘ Ibis,’ 1861, p. 218). 

Syn. F. peregrinoides, Gray, Cat. odgson’s specimens. F. 
peregrinator (part.), Horsf. Catal. 

Lab. Probably the same as F. sacer, but has doubtless been 


* From Dr. Jerdon's forthcoming work on Indian Ornithology I quote 
(with permission) the following :—“ The Bhyri does not breed in this 
country, nor ever, I beheve, in the Himalayas, but migrates to the north 
in April, and returns about the first week in October. Mr. Layard men- 
tions the Peregrine as breeding in Ceylon in January, and Dr. Adams says 
that he found the nest on' a tree on the banks of the Indus, below Feroze- 
pore; but I imagine that in both cases an old Laggar (F. jugger) has been 
mistaken for the BAyri." Mr. J. H. Gurney is of opinion (expressed in 
epistola) that the true F. peregrinus, in addition to the F. calidus, will 
prove to occur occasionally in India. 

T Prof. Sundeval obtained his specimen on board ship, in N. lat. 6°, be- 
tween Ceylon and Sumatra, about seventy miles from the Nicobar Islands. 

t In Horsfield's * Catalogue of the Birds in the India-house Museum’ 
(i. 17) a drawing of “ F, peregrinus" is noticed, from “Sumatra. Pre- 
sented by Sir T. S. Raffles.” Also No. 19 of the same work, “ Falco ——? ” 
from Kumaon. Species undetermined. What is this? 
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often overlooked and mistaken for the last ; atleast once obtained 
in Oude, and (it would seem) twice in Nepál. 


Genus Hyrorriorcuis, Boie. 


20. H. severus. (Temm. Pl. Col. 128.) 

Syn. Falco severus, Horsfield. F. aldrovandi, Reinwardt. 
F, guttatus, G. R. Gray. F. rufipedoides, Hodgson. 

Hab. Himalaya; Java; Philippines: visiting the plains of Ben- 


gal during the cold season, where it is somewhat rare. 


21. H. sussureo. (Gould, B. E. pl. 22.) 

Syn. Falco subbuteo, L. F. barletta, Daudin. F. pinetarius, 
Shaw. F. hirundinum, Brehm. 

Hab. Europe, Asia, N. and S. Africa: visits Lower Bengal in 
the cold season, when it is far from common ; and has been killed 


in S. India. 


l Genus (or subgenus) Turumtta, Blyth. 
22. T. cHICQUERA (Gould, Cent. Him. B. pl. 2.) 
Syn. Falco chicquera, Daudin. 

Hab. India (common); Afghanistan. 


Genus /Esarow, Kaup. 


23. Æ. REGULUS (Gould, B. E. pl. 24). 

Syn. Falco esalon et F. lithofalco, Gmelin. F. regulus, Pallas. 
F. cesius, Meyer. F. sibericus, Shaw. F. smirillus, Savigny. 

Hab. Europe and N. Asia; N. Africa; and Arctic America 
(Richardson). In India known only as a rare winter visitant 
towards the N.W. frontier of the Punjáb. 


Genus TixNuNCULUs, Vieillot. 
24. T. AnAUDARIUS (Gould, B. E. pl. 26). 


Syn. Accipiter alaudarius, Brisson. Falco tinnunculus, L. 
F. brunneus, Bechst. F. rufescens, Swainson. F. interstinctus, 
M‘Clelland. Cerchneis murum, media, et tinnuncula, Brehm. 

Hab. Europe, Asia, and N. Africa; Java and Celebes: a 
common winter visitant in India. 
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25. T. saruRATUS, Blyth, J. A. S. xxviii. p. 277. 

Syn.? T. moluccensis, Schlegel, vide P. Z. S. 1860, p. 343. 

Hab. Indo-Chinese region. (The adult male remains to be 
described *; while T. alaudarius is likewise found in Burma.) 


Genus (or subgenus) Eryturorus, Brehm. 


26. E. cencuris. (Gould, B. E. pl. 29.) 

Syn. Falco cenchris, Naumann. F. tinnunculoides, Schinz. F. 
tinnuncularius, Vieillot. F. xanthonyæ, Natterer. F. naumanni, 
Fleisch. 

Hab. “ Abundant in many districts of the Lower Himalayas, 
and preys much on the Mountain Pipit” (A. L. Adams); Nil- 


giris: visits Lower Bengal during the rainy season. 


27. E. vesPERTINUS. (Gould, B. E. pl. 23.) 

Syn. Falco vespertinus, L. F. rufipes, Bechstein. 

Hab. Europe, Asia, N. Africa: more diffused over India than 
the preceding species, and (like it) visits Lower Bengal during 
the rainy season. “The most common Hawk in Asia Minor” 


(Fellowes, in Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist., Nov. 1839, p. 213). 


Genus Hirrax, Vigors. 


28. H. MELANOLEUCOs, Blyth, J. A. S. xii. p. 176 bis. 

Hab. The only specimen that I have seen was brought alive 
in a cage from Assam. Another is noted dubiously in Horsfield’s 
Catalogue, from that comprehensive region “ India”t. 


* Since received. It differs less from the adult male of T. alaudarius 
than the females and young of the two races differ, but is still very deep 
coloured. 

T Edwards's figure of “the Little Black and Orange Indian Hawk,” 
pl. 108 (an example of which was brought in spirit * from Bengal in the 
East Indies "), upon which figure are founded Falco cerulescens, L., and 
F. bengalensis, Brisson, appears not to have been verified by the discovery 
of a second specimen, nor is a Hierax known to inhabit Bengal; but I 
am nevertheless of opinion that a peculiar and distinct species is represented 
by that figure, which may yet be recovered, and the more probably as siz 
species of this genus are now recognized, and of these only a single speci- 
men (for certain) is known of H. melanoleucos. In P.Z.S. 1860, p. 343, 
“ H. cerulescens”’ is noted as an inhabitant of the Moluceas—H. fringil- 
larius being probably intended. 
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29. H. evrotmos, Hodgson. 

Syn. H. bengalensis, Blyth, J. A. S. xu. p. 179 bis. Bengal 
Falcon, var. A, Latham. 

Hab. Nepal; Sikhim; Assam ; Arakan ; Pegu, and Tenasserim 
provinces (where it is rare). 


90. H. rrineitiarivus. (Drap. Dict.Class.d’Hist. Nat. pl.21; 
Pl. Col. 37.) 

Syn. Falco fringillarius, Drapiez. H. malayensis, Strickland. 
Malayan H. cerulescens, auctorum. 

Hab. Malayan peninsula and Western Indonesia generally ; 
replaced by other species in the more eastern islands: northward 
it extends to the southernmost Tenasserim province of Mergui. 


Subfam. Pernin# (Cuckoo-Hawks). 


Genus Baza, Hodgson. 


3l. B. norHorEs. (Pl. Col. 10.) 

Syn. Falco lophotes, Temm. Lepidogenys lathami, Gray. B. 
syama, Hodgson. Lophotes indicus, Lesson. 

Hab. India generally ; rarer to the south: Ceylon; Burmá. 
Not uncommon, during the rainy season, in Lower Bengal. 


32. D. nEINWARDTII (Müller, Verh. Aves, t. 5). 

Syn. Falco (Lophotes) reinwardtii, S. Müller. Lophastur 
jerdoni, Blyth. Aviceda sumatrensis, Lafresnaye. Lepidogenys 
subcristatus (?), Gould. 

Hab. Malayan peninsula (rare) and archipelago; Australia? 


Genus Prernis, Cuvier. 


33. P. cristata, Cuvier. (Pl. Col. 44.) 

Syn. Falco ptilorhynchus, Temminck. P. ellioti, Jameson. 
P. maculosa, torquata, ruficollis, et atrogularis, Lesson. P. bha- 
ratensis, Hodgson. P. apivora of India, auctorum. 

Hab. India generally ; Indo-Chinese and Malayan regions: 
not rare in Lower Bengal. 

Obs.— Specimens from S. India, Ceylon, and Malasia appear 
to have constantly a well-developed occipital crest, attaining to 
a length of about 24 in., which is merely indicated, and some- 
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times not at all present, in examples from the Himalaya and 


Bengal. 


Genus MACHJERHAMPHUS, Westerman. 
94. M. ALCINUS, Westerm. (Bijd. t. d. Dierk. i. fig. p. 29). 


Hab. Malayan peninsula (non vidimus). 


Subfam. ELANIN Æ. 
Genus ELanus, Savigny. 
35. E. MELANOPTERUS (Lev. Ois. d’Afr. pl. 36). 


Syn. Falco melanopterus, Daudin. F. clamosus, Shaw. F. 
sonninensis et F. vociferus, Latham. E. cesius, Savigny. E. 
minor, Bonap. 

Hab. Africa; S. Asia and its archipelago ; straggling rarely 


into the S. of Europe: common in India. 


Subfam. CIRCAETIN (Snake Eagles). 


Genus CrncaETUS, Vieillot. 


86. C. aanLIiCcUs. (Pl. Enl. 418 ; Gould, B. E. pl. 13.) 

Syn. Falco gallicus, Gmelin. F. leucopsis, Bechstein. F. 
longipes, Nilsson. Aquila brachydactyla, Meyer. A. leucam- 
phomma, Borkh. AÁ. pygargus, Brisson. C. leucopsis et C. anguina, 
Brehm. 

Hab. Europe, Asia, and Africa: common on the plains of 
India, and preying chiefly on snakes. 


Genus SPILORNIS, Gray. 
97. S. CHEELA (Gould, Cent. Him. B. pl. 1) *. 


Syn. Falco cheela, Daudin. Hematornis undulatus, Vigors. 
Circaétus nipalensis, mithilensis, tavayensis, e& maculatior, Hodg- 
son. Buteo bacha, Franklin et Sykes. B. melanotis, Jerdon 
(young). Hematornis spilogaster, Blyth (intermediate plumage). 

Hab. India generally, and Ceylon; Andaman Islands; Indo- 


* After this species should come 
37*. S.eLGini. Hematornis elgini, Tytler, MS. 
~ Hab. Andaman Islands. (See Mr. Blyth's letter below.)—Ep. 
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Chinese countries: common, preying much on frogs, which it 
clutches in the mud; hence its feet are generally clothed with 
mud. 


88. S. BACHA (Lev. Ois. d’Afr. pl. 13). 

Syn. Falco bacha, Daudin. F. bido, Horsfield. F. albidus, 
Cuv. 

Hab. Malayan peninsula and archipelago. Barely separable 
from the last. 


Subfam. Crrcin# (Harriers). 
Genus Circus, Lacépède. 
(a. Pygargus, Kaup.) 


39. C. aRrucinosus (Pl. Enl. 424, 460; Gould, B. E. pl. 32, 
and Yarrell’s Br. B. i., both from Indian specimens !). 

Syn. Falco eruginosus, L. F. rufus, Gmelin. F. arundina- 
ceus, Bechstein. F. krameri, Kram. Accipiter circus, Pallas. 
Ace. Circus rufus et Acc. Circus palustris, Brisson. C. variegatus, 
Sykes. C. rufus, var. indicus, et C. sykesi, Lesson, Indian race. 
Konta Falcon, Muskooroo Falcon, and Rufous-eared Falcon, La- 
tham. Honey Buzzard?, Tickell, J. A. S. ii. p. 570. 

Hab. Europe, Asia, and Africa; common in India. (N.B. 
The plumage of the adult male, as figured by Gould and Yarrell, 
is of ordinary occurrence in India, but does not appear to have 
been observed in Europe !) 


(b. Strigiceps, Bonap., et Glaucopteryx, Kaup.) 


40. C. cvaxEus (Edw. B. pl. 8; Gould's B. E. pl. 33). 

Syn. Falco cyaneus, L. 2 F. pygargus, L. &e. (vide Gray's 
Brit. Mus. Cat. Accipitres (1848), pp. 78, 79). 

Hab. Europe, N. Africa, N. and Middle Asia ; N. America (?): 
in India known only as a winter visitant in the N.W. and sub- 
Himalayan region. 

Remark.—The American race, C. uliginosus (Gmel.), accord- 
ing to Dr. Schlegel, * se distingue, dans tous les âges, du 
Busard St. Martin (C. cyaneus) d'Europe, par des tarses plus 
élevés. Le vieux mále a ordinairement toutes les parties infé- 
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rieures, à partir de la poitrine, ornées des taches nombreuses, 
soit orbieulaires, soit transversales, d'un brun ferrugineux." Sir 
W. Jardine, however, could not distinguish some Bermudan spe- 
cimens from C. cyaneus of Europe. (Vide Contr. Orn.) Neither 
does Mr. G. R. Gray regard the N. American Harrier as distinct 
from C. cyaneus, in his Brit. Mus. Cat. of Accipitres of 1848. 


4]. C. swa1Nsouir, A. Smith (Gould’s B. E. pl. 34). 

Syn. C. pallidus, Sykes. C. albescens et Falco cyaneus, var. a, 
Lesson. C. dalmaticus, Rüppell. Falco equifer, Cuvier, MS. 
F. herbecola, Tickell. 

Hab. S.E. Europe, Asia, and Africa: common in India as a 
winter visitant. 


42. C. ciNERASCENS (Gould’s B. E. pl. 35). 

Syn. Falco cinerascens et cineraceus, Montag. F. montagui, 
Vieillot. | C. cinerascens v. pallidus et C. nipalensis, Hodgson. 

Hab. Europe, Asia, and Africa: all India, with Ceylon; com- 
mon as a winter visitant. 


43. C. MELANOLEUCUS (Lev. Ois. d'Afr. pl. 32; Pennant’s 
Indian Zoology, pl. 2). 

Syn. Falco melanoleucus, Pennant. 

Hab. India generally, with Ceylon; and Indo-Chinese coun- 
tries: common as a winter visitant; but not mentioned by Pallas 
in his Zoology of Russian Asia! Afghánistan. 

Obs. Inthis species the sexes are alike; and the young would 
appear not to differ in plumage*. 


Subfam. AcciPiTRINJE (Hawks). 
Genus ACCIPITER, Ray. 
44. Acc. nisus. (Pl. Enl. 467,412; Gould’s B. E. pl. 18.) 


Syn. Falco nisus, L. F. lacteus, Gmelin. F. nisosimilis, 


Tickell, J. A. S. ii. p.571 T. Ace. fringillarius, Ray. A. dussumieri, 


* What is the Circus, No. 34 of Horsfield’s Bird Catalogue, from China 
and also Afghánistan ? 

t The late Prince of Canino considered this to be distinct (Comptes 
Rendus, xli. (1855) p. 652) :—'* Aux nombreuses races de vrais Accipiter 
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apud Jerdon, Madr. Journ. Lit. Se. x. p. 84. dcc. maculatus, 
Brisson. Acc. subtypicus, Hodgson. Nisus communis, Cuvier. 
N. elegans, N. fringillarum, et N. peregrinus, Brehm. — Bassura 
Falcon, Latham. 

Hab. Europe, Asia, and N. Africa: a winter visitant in India, 
where it is numerous in the hilly parts; rare, though occasional, 
on the alluvium of Lower Bengal. I have not seen it from the 
eastern side of the Bay of Bengal; but it is recorded as an 
inhabitant of Japan. 


45. Acc. NisorpEs (Blyth, J. A. S. xvi. p. 727, xxi. p. 959). 

Syn. Ace. fringillarius, var., Vig. Appendix to Memoir of Sir 
T. Stamford Raffles, p. 549. 

Hab. Malayan peninsula; Sumatra? 

Remark.—Mv. G. R. Gray is utterly mistaken in referring 
this as a synonym of the next species. It closely resembles the 
preceding one, but is smaller, with trivirgate throat ; and I doubt 
if the male has ever any rufous colouring. My friend Dr. Jer- 
don very strongly suspected that it is the KAándesrá of Indian 
falconers, of the existence of which (as a distinct Indian species) 
he is assured, from the concurrent testimony of all native fal- 
coners, although he has not succeeded hitherto in procuring a 
specimen. It may be mistaken for Acc. nisus; but never for 
Acc. virgatus. 


(Hierospiza, Kaup.) 


46. Acc. vinGATUS (Pl. Col. 109 6; Jerdon's Ill. Ind. Orn. 
pl. 4. p. 29). 

Syn. Falco virgatus, Temminck. Acc. besra, Jerdon. — 9 A. 
fringillarius, Jerdon, Catal. A. dussumieri, Sykes. A. affinis, 
Hodgson, Gray's Zool. Misc. 1844, p.18. Nisus (nec Sparvius) 


ajoutez Acc. nisosimilis, Tickell (1833), de l'Inde, qui semble identique au 
dussumieri de Jerdon, mais non à celui de Temminck, si voisin du badius, 
chacun ayant appliqué ce nom à sa guise, mon ami le colonel Sykes au 
virgatus," &c. All the specimens which I have seen from various parts 
of India, from the Himalaya to the south, and inclusive of Lower Bengal, 
were unmistakeable Acc. misus (verus). The Prince, it also appears, dis- 
tinguished Micronisus badius from M. dussumieri ; but I doubt if any such 
distinction could be traced in an adequate series of specimens. 
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minutus, Lesson*. F. minutus (?) L. F. brissonianus (1), 
Shaw. l 
Hab. India generally, but chiefly the hilly parts; also Malasia : 


rare and accidental in Lower Bengal. 


Genus Micronisus, G. R. Gray. 


47. M. Bapius (Pl. Col. 308, 336). 

Syn. Falco badius, Gmelin. F. brownii, Shaw. F. dussu- 
mieri, Temm. (not of Sykes's nor Jerdon’s Catalogues). Acci- 
piter dukhunensis, Sykes. A.scutarius et A. fringillaroides, Hodg- 
son. Nisus malayensis, Meyer. Calcutta Sparrow-Hawk and 
Chippuck Falcon, Latham. 

Hab. India generally; Indo-Chinese and Malay countries, 
being very numerous throughout India and Ceylon: not uncom- 
mon in Afghanistan; Cashmere; Assam; Siam; China ?t+ 


Genus Astur, Bechstein. 


48. A. PALUMBARIUS (Pl. Enl. 418, 423, 461; Gould’s B. E. 
pl. 17). 

Syn. Falco palumbarius et F. gentilis, L. F. gallinarius, 
Gmelin. F. albescens, Bodd. Accipiter astur, Pallas. Astur 
gallinarum, Brehm. 

Hab. Europe and Asia; rare in N. Africa: in India con- 
fined, or very nearly so, to the sub-Himalayas. 


(Lophospiza, Kaup.) 
49. A. TRIVIRGATUS (Pl. Col. 303). 
Syn. Falco trivirgatus, Reinwardt. A. indicus, Hodgson. 
A. palumbarius, apud Jerdon, Catal. A. cristatus, G. R. Gray. 
Spizaétus rufitinctus, M‘Clelland. 


Hab. India, Indo-China, and Malasia; being confined to the 
hilly parts. 


* Referred by Dr. Pucheran to “ Nisus soloénsis,” in the Rev. Zool. 
1850, p. 210,—a species assigned by him to Sumatra on the authority 
of Duvaucel, and to the Coromandel coast and Ceylon on that of Lesche- 


nault, but whieh I have never seen or heard of even from the Malayan 
peninsula. 


T Vide note to Accipiter nisus, p. 14. 
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Subfam. THRASAETINA. 


Genus LruNAETUS, Vigors. 

50, L. NIPALENSIS. 

Syn. Nisaétus nipalensis, crested var., Hodgson, J. A. S. v. 
p.229. N. pulcher, id., J. A. S. vi. p. 361 et xi. p. 305. 
Falco orientalis (?) et F. lanceolatus (?), Temm. & Schleg. 

Hab. Himalaya, chiefly eastward ; Khásyas; also mountains 


of Ceylon, and probably those of S. India (rarely). 


51. L. cRIsTATELLUS. (Pl. Col. 282; Jard. & Selb. Ill. Orn. 
pl. 66.) 

Syn. Falco cristatellus, Temminck. F. Lathami, Tickell (?). 
F. cirratus (?), Gmelin. 

Hab. The peninsula of India, and:Ceylon; rare in the Hi- 
malayas. 


52. L. niveus. (Pl.Col.127; Horsf. Zool. Res.in Java, pl.36.) 

Syn. Falco niveus, Temminck. F. limnaétus et Limn. hors- 
fieldi, Vigors. Misaétus pallidus, Hodgson, et N. nipalensis, 
erestless var., Hodgson, J. A. S. v. p. 229. Lake Eagle, Baw 
Eagle, and probably Jerwied Eagle, Latham. 

Hab. E. Himalaya; Bengal; Assam ; Indo-Chinese and Ma- 
layan countries, where it is generally common. 


53. L. CALIGATUS. 


Syn. Falco caligatus, Raffles. Nisaétus alboniger, Blyth, J. A.S. 
xiv. p. 173, xix. p. 335. 
Hab. Malayan peninsula; Sumatra. 


54. L. xizNERH. (Mag. de Zool. 1855, Ois. pl. 35.) 

Syn. Astur kienerü, Geoffr. Spizaétus albogularis, Tickell : 
Blyth, J. A. S. xi. p. 456. 

Hab. Himalaya; Central India: rare. 


Subfam. AQUILIN Æ. 


Genus Evrotmaitvus, Blyth (Nisaëtus, Hodgson). 
55. Hu. BonELuu. (Pl.Col. 288 ; Gould’s B. E. pl. 7; Jerdon’s 
Ill. Ind. Orn. pl. 1.) 


Syn. Falco bonellii, Temminck. F. ducalis, Lichtenstein. F. 
VOL. V. C 
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bellicosus (?), Daudin. F. armiger (?), Shaw. Aquila intermedia, 
Bonelli. Ag. bifasciata, Vieillot, Enc. Méthod. p. 1192 (teste 
G. R. Gray). Misaétus grandis, Hodgson, J. A. S. v. p. 280. 
N. niveus, Jerdon, Catal. Genoese Eagle, Latham. 

Hab. S. of Europe and Asia; N. (and S.?) Africa: in India 
and Ceylon, confined chiefly to the hilly parts, where it is far 
from rare. 


Genus ÁquiLA, Meyer. 


56. Aq. cuRvysaAETOs. (Pl. Enl. 409, 410; Gould’s B. E. 
pl. 6.) 

Syn. Falco chrysaétos, F. fulvus, F. melanaétos, et F. cana- 
densis*, L. F. niger et F. americanus, Gmelin. F. melanonotus, 
Latham. F. regalis, Tergminck, Man. d’Orn. (1815) p. 10 (nec 
Pl. Col. 495, teste G. R. Gray). Ag. nobilis, Pallas. Ag. regia, 
Lesson. Ag. melanaétos, Brehm. Aq. daphenia, Hodgson. 

Hab. Mountainous regions of the northern temperate zone, 
including the Himalaya; but not N.E. Africa, according to 
Rüppell. 


57. AQ. IMPERIALIS. (Sav. Descr. de PEgypte, i. t. 12; 
Gould's B. E. pl. 5.) 

Syn. Falco imperialis, Temminck. F. mogilnik, Gmelin. F. 
feroz et Brown-backed Eagle, Latham. Ag. heliaca, Savigny. 
Aq. bifasciata, J. E. Gray. Ag. nipalensis, Hodgson, As. Res. 
xviii. pt. 2. p. 18. pl. 1. Ag. chrysaétos, Jerdon, Catal. 

Hab. Hill regions of S.E. Europe and Asia]. 


98. Aq. FULVESCENS, Gray (Hardw. Ill. Ind. Zool. ii. pl. 29). 

Syn. Falco obsoletus, Lichtenstein. Ag. fusca et Aq. punctata, 
Gray, ibid. Ag. vindhiana, Franklin $. 

Hab. Plains of India: abundant. 


* Aq. canadensis is recognized as distinct by the Americans (vide Proc. 
Acad. Philad. 1859, p. 185). 

+ Vide A. L. Adams in P. Z. S. 1858, p. 470. 

i “ Extremely numerous in the Punjab, preying, with Vultures, on 
carrion, and very numerous about the battle-fields? (L. C. Stewart). 

§ Distinct from A. nevioides of Africa, which is larger and more power- 
ful (vide J. A. S. xxiv. p. 253). 
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59. Aq. navia. (Savigny, Descr. de l'Egypte, Ois. t. 1, et t. 2. 
f. 1; Gould's B. E. pl. 8.) 

Syn. Falco nevius, F. maculatus, et F. undulatus, Gmelin. 
F. melanaétos, Savigny. Aq. clanga, Pallas. Aq. bifasciata, 
Hornsch. Ag. pomarina, Brehm. Aq. planga et Spizaétos fuscus, 
Vieillot. Spotted Eagle and Brown-backed Eagle, var. a, 
Latham. 

Hab. E. of Europe, Asia, and N. Africa: rare in W. Europe, 
including the British Islands ; common in the Bengal Sunder- 
bans; found likewise in the Himalaya (abundantly), and 
in C. and S. India: not on the plains, like the last, but in wooded 
and watery situations. 


60. Aq. HASTATA. 

Syn. Morphnus hastatus, Lesson. Spizaétus punctatus, Jerdon. 
Limnaétus unicolor, Blyth, J. A. S. xii. p. 128. 

Hab. Common in the Bengal Sunderbáns; and found like- 
wise in E. Bengal generally, and in C. and S. India. 

Remark.—This and the preceding three species vary greatly 
in plumage. No. 58 is a miniature of No. 57; No. 59 is larger 
than No. 58, but less robust; and the present species, with 
about the same linear dimensions, is, again, of more feeble con- 
formation. <A practised eye readily distinguishes either, in any 
phase of colouring. No. 58 is, to a great extent, a devourer of 
eggs and callow broods—an habitual nest-robber, like No. 59. 


Genus Nropvus, Hodgson (also Heteropus, Hodgson ; 
Onichaétus, Kaup; Ictinaétus, Jerdon, nec Kaup). 


61. N. MALAIENsIS. (Pl. Col. 117.) 

Syn. Falco malaiénsis, Reinwardt. Aquila et Heteropus et 
Neopus perniger, Hodgson. Nisaétus? ovivorus, Jerdon. Black 
Eagle, Jerdon, Catal.* 

Hab. S.E. Himalaya; Nilgiris ; Malayan countries. 


* The Eagle, “about the size of the Ag. chrysaétos (colour black, but 
head and neck white, tail long and wedge-shaped),” seen at Rupshoo in 
Ladakh by Mr. A. L. Adams (P. Z. S. 1858, p. 471), very decidedly cannot 
have been the present species, as suggested by Mr. Adams. Possibly 
it might have been the great Haliaétus pelagicus (Pallas). 


c2 
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Genus HigRAETUS, Kaup. 


62. H. pennatus. (Pl. Col. 83; Gould's B. E. pl. 9.) 

Syn. Falco pennatus, Gmelin. F. lagopus, Bengal var., Latham. 
Aquila minuta, Brehm. Ag. morphnoides (?), Gould, B. Austr. i. 
Spizaétus milvoides, Jerdon. Butaquila strophiata, Hodgson. 

Hab. E. Europe; Asia; Africa; Australia (?); India generally ; 
Ceylon ; Indo-Chinese region. 

Remark.—The Australian race, H. morphnoides, is stated to 
differ only in possessing a rudimentary occipital crest : this is 
constantly present in Indian specimens. 


Subfam. BuTEONINJ*. 


Genus ARCHIBUTEO, Brehm. 


63. A. HEMIPTiLOPUS, Blyth, J. A. S. xv. p. 1 (Cale. Journ. 
N. H. vii. p. 89. pio TE 

Syn. A. cryptogenys, Hodgson, loc. cit. 

Hab. Sikhim ; Tibet. 


Genus Burro, Cuvier. 


64. B. aquitinus, Hodgson: Blyth, J. A. S. xiv. p. 176. 

Syn. B. leucocephalus, Hodgson, P. Z. S. 1845, p. 37. Falco 
asiaticus (?), Latham, Ind. Orn. p.14. F. hemilasius (?), Temm. 
& Schleg. B. strophiatus, Hodgson, test. Kaup et G. R. 
Gray. Eagle Buzzard, Swinhoe, Ibis, ui. p. 826, from N. 
China (?). 

Hab. Nepal (G. R. Gray); Tibet; China (?) ; Japan (?). 


65. B. canescens, Hodgson, J. A. S. xii. p. 308. 

Syn. B. longipes, Jerdon. Nasal Falcon, Latham. 

Hab. India generally; plains and lower hills. In Lower 
Bengal, found chiefly above the tideway of the rivers. 


66. B. vurcaARis, Bechstein (Gould’s B. E. pl. 14). 
Syn. Falco buteo, L. F. glaucopis, Merrem. F. variegatus, 
versicolor, cinereus, et obsoletus, Gmelin. B. pojana, Savi. B. 


* Barely separable from Aquiline as here constituted; in which opinion 
I agree with the late Prof. Macgillivray. Some systematists seem disposed 
to refer to Aquiline all Falconide of a certain size. 
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albus, Daudin. B. mutans et fasciatus, Vieillot. B. septen- 
trionalis, medius, et murum, Brehm. B. communis, Cuvier. B. 
swainsonii, Pr. Bonaparte. B. montanus, Rüppell. B. rufiventer, 
Jerdon. B. japonicus, Schlegel. 

Hab. Northern hemisphere; rare, and to the northward only 
in America. The loftier hills only in India. Common in the 
N.W. Himalaya. 


67. B. PLuwiPEs, Hodgson, vide J. A. S. xiv. p. 2; P. Z. S. 
1845, p. 37. 

Syn. B. pygmeus, Blyth, J. A. S. xiv. p. 177. 

Hab. Central region of Nepal; Tenasserim provinces ?* 


Genus PorronRwis, Kaup. 


68. P. rEESA. (Hardwicke, Ill. Ind. Zool. pl. 30.) 

Syn. Circus teesa, Franklin. Astur hyder, Sykes. Zuggun 
Falcon, Latham. P. fasciatus (?), A. Hay, Madr. Journ. L. Sc. 
xil. p. 146. Astur barbatus (?), Eyton, Ann. N. H. 1845, 
p. 227. ] 

Hab. Plains of India. Seldom met with on the mud-soil of 
Lower Bengal, though appearing immediately this 1s quitted. 
Tenasserim provinces (common); Malayan peninsula. ‘ Not 
seen in the Punjáb or W. Himalaya? (Adams). 


Subfam. HALIAETINJE. 


Genus Panpion, Savigny. 


69. P. naniaETUs. (Gould’s B. E. pl. 12.) 

Syn. Falco haliaétus, L. F. carolinensis, F. cayanensis, et F. 
arundinaceus, Gmelin. F. piscator, Brisson. Aquila piscatriz, 
Vieillot. Ag. balbuzardus, Duméril. P. fluvialis, Savigny. P. 
americanus, Vieillot. P. alticeps et P. planiceps, Brehm. P. in- 
dicus, Hodgson. Bengal Osprey, Latham. 

Hab. Of general distribution ; the Australian race (P. leuco- 
cephalus, Gould, which, according to Prof. Schlegel, is also found 


* The probably identity of B. pygmaeus with B. plumipes was suggested 
to me by Dr. Jerdon. 
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in Japan) alone slightly differing. Common throughout India, 
in all suitable localities*. | 


Genus Ponroartus, Kaup. 


70. P. 1cuTHYAETUS. (Horsfield, Zool. Res. in Java, pl. 34.) 

Syn. Falco ichthyaétus, Horsfield. Haliaétus plumbeus, Hodg- 
son. Ichthyaétus bicolor, G. R. Gray. I. horsfieldi et I. hucarius, 
Hodgson. Pandion lineatus, Jerdon, Cat. p. 8. 

Hab. India; Indo-Chinese and Malayan countries. 


71. P. numinis. (Temm. & Müller, Ois. t. 6.) 

Syn. Falco(Pandion) humilis, S. Müller, Verh. p.48. Ichthyaétus 
nanus, Blyth, J. A. S. xi. p. 202, et xii. p. 304. 

Hab. Malayan peninsula ; Sumatra. 


Genus Bracnvus, Blyth. 


72. B. peucocaster. (Pl. Col. 49; Gould's B. Austr. i. pl. 3.) 

Syn. Falco leucogaster, Gmelin. F. dimidiatus, Raffles. F. 
albicilla, var., Latham. F. blagrus of S.E. Asia and Australia, 
auctorum T. Jchthyaëtus cultrunguis, Blyth (the senior adult). 
Haliastur sphenurus, Gould (the young). Kumpa-maur Eagle (the 
senior adult) and Maritime Eagle (the adult), Latham. 

Hab. India; Malasia; Moluccas; New Guinea; Australia ; 
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands: chiefly the sea-coast and 
estuaries of the great rivers. 


Genus HarrAETUs, Savigny (Cuncuma, in part, Hodgson). 


79. H. rutviventer, Vieillot. (Pl. Col. 8; Hardwicke's Ill. 
Ind. Zool. pl. 19, the young.) 
Syn. Aquila leucorypha, Pallas] (?). Falco macei, Temminck. 


* The Osprey is a very peculiar form among the Falconide, and wants 
the projecting superorbital bone which is (I believe) so characteristic of 
all the rest. The next genus approximates Pandion in the adaptation of 
structure to piscivorous habits, but is nevertheless very distinct, and much 
more nearly affine to Haliaétus. 

t The true Blagre of Levaillant (Falco blagrus, Daudin) is now believed to 
be the young of Haliaétus vocifer (vide Cassin, Proc. Philad. Acad. 1859, 
p. 31). 

i This name would hold precedence. Mr. Newton, on comparing the 
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H. albicilla, Vigors & Horsfield. H. ossifragus, Raffles (?). H. 
albipes et H. lanceolatus, Hodgson. H. unicolor, Gray. 

Hab. Northern India generally: abundant in Lower Bengal. 
Common in Kashmir and along the Indus; Indo-Chinese and 
Malay countries (?). 


Genus Haxiastur, Selby. 


74. H. 1iNpvs. (Pl. Enl. 416.) 

Syn. Falco indus, Boddaért. F. ponticerianus, Gmelin. Ha- 
liaétus garruda, Lesson.  Milvus rotundicaudatus, Hodgson 
(the young). 

Hab. India, with Ceylon; Indo-Chinese and Malayan countries; 
extremely common: replaced by an allied species in Australia, 
which extends to New Guinea, Batchian, Amboyna, and Ternate 
(P. Z. S. 1860, p. 842; Journ. Proc. Linn. Soc. ii. p. 154). 


Genus Mirvvs, Cuvier. 


75. M. covinpa, Sykes. 

Syn. M. cheela, Jerdon. Haliaétus lineatus, Gray (the young). 

Hab. S.E. Asia and its islands; extremely common. In Lower 
Bengal it disappears during the rains, with the exception of an 
occasional straggler. It abounds in the lower ranges of the 
Himalaya (vide Adams in P. Z. S. 1858, p. 471).* 


Fam. VULTURID A. 


Subfam. VULTURINAE. 


Genus VurrUR, L. (as restricted). 


76. V. monacuus, L. (Edwards, B. pl. 290; Pl. Col. 426; 
Gould’s B. E. pl. 2.) 


Syn. V. cinereus et V. cristatus, Gmelin. V. arrianus, Lapeyr. 


sterna of H. fulviventer from India and of H. leucoryphus(?) from the Crimea, 
found a considerable difference between them (Ibis, 1861, p. 223). 

* The M. melanotis, Temminck, from China and Japan, appears to me 
to be a distinct race, however nearly akin. The beak is somewhat larger ; 
and the back is spotted in the adult, which is never the case with M. go- 
vinda. 
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V. imperialis, Temminck. V. vulgaris, Daudin. V. niger, Brehm. 
ZEgypius niger, Savigny. 

Hab. Mountainous parts of Europe and Asia ; Himalaya ; rare 
on the plains of India. 


Genus Orocvzs, G. R. Gray. 


77. O. catvus. (Pl. Col. 2.) 

Syn. Vultur calvus, Scopoli. | V. ponticerianus, Daudin. 

Hab. India generally, and Burmah. Does not go far into the 
mountains (vide Adams, P. Z. S. 1858, p. 469). 


Genus Gyrs, Savigny. 
(a. With fourteen tail-feathers.) 


78. G. Futvus. (Pl. Enl. 426; Gould’s B. E. pl. 1.) 

Syn. Vultur fulvus, Gmelin. V. persicus, Pallas*. V. vulgaris, 
V. kolbii, et V. percnopterus, Daudin. V. albicollis, Linderm. 
V. trincalos, Bechstein. V. indicus of Jerdon’s Catal. and of 
A. L. Adams, P. Z. S. 1858, p. 468. 

Hab. Mountainous regions of Europe and Asia; Himalaya: 
replaced in Barbary, the Pyrenees, and Sardinia by G. occiden- 
talis; and by G. vulgaris, Savigny (G. rüppellii, Pr. Bonap.), in 
Egypt and Abyssinia. 

79. G. iND1cUs. (Gray & Mitchell, Gen. Birds, pl. 3.) 

Syn. Vultur indicus, Scopoli & Latham. V. tenuiceps et V. 


tenuirostris, Hodgson. V. kolbw of A. L. Adams (?), P. Z. S. 
1858, p. 470. 


Hab. India and Malay countries. 


(b. With twelve tail-feathers.) 
80. G. BENGALENSIS. (Hardwicke’s Ill. Ind. Zool.) 
Syn. Vultur bengalensis, Latham (the young). V. indicus, 


apud Temminck (the young). V. leuconotus, Gray (the 
adult). 


Hab. India generally ; Indo-China; a summer visitant in 
Afghanistan; Sennaar (Rüppell). 


* Vide Journ. R. Geogr. Soc. x. p. 507. 
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Subfam. NEOPHRONINJE. 


Genus Nropnron, Savigny. 

81. N. percnorterus. (Pl. Enl. 407,429; Gould’s B. E. 
pl. 3.) . 

Syn. Vultur percnopterus, L. (nec Pallas). V. leucocephalus 
et V. fuscus, Gmelin. V. ginginianus et V. albus, Daudin. V. 
meleagris, Pallas. V. fuscus, Boddaért. V. leucocephalus, Brisson. 
Percnopterus egyptiacus, Stephens. 

Hab. Warmer regions of Europe, Asia, and Africa: abundant 
on the plains of India; rare and accidental below the tideway 
of the rivers in Lower Bengal. A summer visitant in Afghanistan. 


Fam. GYPAËTID Æ. 


Genus Gypaétos, Storr. 


82. G. BARBATUS. (Gould’s B. E. pl. 4.) 

Syn. Vultur barbatus, L. V. barbarus et Falco magnus, Gmelin. 
V. leucocephalus et V. melanocephalus, Meyer. G. grandis, Storr. 
G. alpinus, G. castaneus, et G. aureus, Daudin. G. himalayanus, 
Pearson*. G. hemachalanus, Hutton. Phene ossifraga, Savigny. 
Polypteryx cupido, Hodgson +. 

Hab. High mountains of Europe and Asia; Himalaya; Af- 
ghanistan ; Salt and Sulimáni ranges. ‘Golden Eagle? of An- 
glo-Indian residents in the Himalaya (vide Adams, in P. Z. S. 
1858, p. 467). 


Tribe II. Nocrurn2z. 
Fam. STRIGID A. 
Subfam. BusoNi1N T. 


Genus Hunva, Hodgson. 
83. H. ogrENTALIs. (PI. Col. 174, 229.) 


* «I see them both with and without the pectoral band" (the late 
Lieut. Trotter, 2n epistola). 

T Prince Bonaparte recognises as distinct G. orientalis (meridionalis, 
Brehm), from the Pyrenees, Sardinia, Arabia, and Abyssinia, and G. nudipes, 
from Africa. 

t A Nepalese shikdri in the employ of Mr. Hodgson, and brought by 
him to Calcutta, very positively recognized the Bubo maximus as a species 
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Syn. Strix orientalis, Horsfield. Str. sumatrana, Raffles. Str. 
strepitans, Temminck. Bubo et Huhua nipalensis, Hodgson*. 
Hab. Himalaya; Indo-Chinese and Himalayan countries. 


84. H.rrcronALrs, Jerdon (Madr. Journ. Lit.Se.x.p.89,pl. 1.) 
Hab. S. India. 


Genus Urrva, Hodgson (Ascalaphia, Is. Geoffroy ?). 


85. U. BENGALENSIS. (Gould’s Cent. Him. Birds, pl. 3.) 

Syn. Otus bengalensis, Franklin. Bubo cavearius et Urrua 
cavearia, Hodgson. 

Hab. India generally, and Ceylon ; extending to Afghanistan ; 
but not met with below the tideway of the rivers in. Lower 
Bengal. 


86. U. conouANDA. (Hardwicke, Ill. Ind. Zool. pl. 20.) 
Syn. Strix coromanda, Latham. Urrua umbrata, Blyth. 
Hab. Most parts of India: common in Lower Bengal. 


Genus Asro, Brisson (Otus, Cuvier). 


87. A. orus. (Pl. Enl. 438; Gould's B. E. pl. 40.) 

Syn. Strix otus, L. Str. soloniensis, Gmelin. Str. deminuta, 
Pallas. Otus albicollis, Daudin. O. europeus, Stephens. O. 
communis, Lesson. O. vulgaris, Fleming. O. sylvestris, O. ar- 
boreus, et O. gracilis, Brehm. O. wilsonianus, Lesson. O. ame- 
ricanus, Bonap. (American form). 

Hab. Europe and N. Asia; Himalaya (rare); N. Africa; N. 
America. 


88. A. BRacHyotus. (Pl. Enl. 488; Gould’s B. E. pl. 40.) 
Syn. Strix brachyotus, L. Str. ulula, S. egolius, et S. acci- 
pitrina, Pallas. Str. arctica, Sparrm. Str. tripennis, Schrank. 


well known to him, and would not listen to the suggestion that his bird 
might have been Urrua bengalensis. [Bubo maximus certainly occurs in 
Tibet. See P. Z. S. 1860, p. 99.--Ep.] 

* According to the late Prince of Canino, “ Bubo nipalensis, Hodgson, 
est une espéce à ajouter au genre Huhua: elle est le double d'orientalis, 
Horsfield (strepitans, Temminck), avec laquelle on l'a confondu ” (Comptes 
Rendus, xli. (1855) p. 655). Mr. Cassin unites Strix orientalis and Bubo 
nipalensis, but regards H. pectoralis as distinct. 
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Str. palustris, Siemss. Str.caspia, Shaw. Str. brachyura, Nilsson. 
Otus palustris et agrarius, Brehm. 

Hab. Europe, Asia, Africa, and N. and S. America; India 
generally, visiting the plains in winter *. 


Genus Kpniattes, Keys. & Blasius. 


89. Ern. suPERCILIARIs. (Cassin, Journ. Phil. Acad. n. 
pl. 12.) 

Syn. Strix superciliaris, Vieillot, vide Rev. Zool. 1849, p.19(?). 
Str. rufescens, Horsfield. Ephialtes sagittata, Cassin. 

Hab. Malayan peninsula and archipelago (not India). 


90. Ern. ngMPi71. (Pl. Col. 99.) 

Syn. Strix lempiji, Horsfield. Str. noctula, Temminck. Scops 
javanicus, Lesson. Se. lettia, Hodgson. Sc. lettioides et griseus, 
Jerdon. | 

Hab. India, China, and the Malay countries. 

Remarks.—Specimens of this bird from the sub-Himalayas, 
Assam, Sylhet, Arakan, and the Tenasserim provinces, also 
China, are generally (but not always) larger than those from 
S. India and Ceylon; while examples from the Malay countries 
are, for the most part, deeply tinged with rufous brown. 


9]. EPH. BAKKAMJENA. 

Syn. Strix bakkamena, Pennant. Scops sunia (chestnut 
variety) and Sc. pennata (grey variety), Hodgson. Sc. malayensis, 
A. Hay. Eph. spilocephalus (?), Blyth, J. A. S. xv. p. 8 (young 
var. ?). 

Hab. India, with Ceylon ; Indo-Chinese region and Malayan 
peninsula. Not rare in Lower Bengal. 


* O. brachyotus, of Peale, from Hawai, is 4sio sandvicensis, Bloxam. 

+ Barely separable from the European Eph. scops (L.). The Eph. 
rutilus (Pucheran), Rev. Zool. &c. 1849, p. 299, would seem to be a similar 
pyrrhous variety of the E. sunia of Hodgson. What is Eph. gymnopodus, 
Gray, from * India," which (according to Kaup) has the tarsi over the toes 
naked, and the toes completely naked,—otherwise resembling Eph. scops, 
but having shorter tarsi and wings? Hab. “ India,” accordingt o Mr. Gray's 
Catalogue, “ presented by J. R. Reeves, Esq." Qy. from China (vide Pr. 
Bonap., in Comptes Rendus, xli. (1855) p. 653, genus Acnemis, Kaup). 
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Genus Ketupa, Lesson. 

92. K. FLAVIPES. 

Syn. Cultrunguis flavipes, Hodgson. 

Hab. Himalaya only (so far as hitherto observed). 

93. K. ceytonensis. (Hardwicke’s Ill. Ind. Zool. pl. 31.) 

Syn. Strix ceylonensis, Latham. Str. leschenaultii, Temminck. 
Str. hardwickii, Gray. Str. dumeticola, Tickell. Cultrunguis 
nigripes, Hodgson. 

Hab. India generally, with Ceylon; Assam ; Arakan; Tenas- 
serim provinces: very common in Lower Bengal; not so in W. 
Himalaya. 


94. K. savanensis, Lesson. (Pl. Col. 74.) 

Syn. Striz ketupa, Horsfield. Str. ceylonensis, apud Temminck. 

Hab. The common species of the Malayan peninsula and 
archipelago: rare in Arakan*. 


Subfam. SuRNINA. 

Genus ATHENE, Boie. 
95. ATH. CUCULOIDES. (Gould's Cent. Him. Birds, pl. 4.) 
Syn. Noctua cuculoides, Vigors. N. auribarbis, Hodgson. 
Hab. Himalaya; Assam; Arakan; Tenasserim provinces; 


China. 


96. ATH. RADIATA. 

Syn. Strix radiata, Tickell. Athene erythropterus, Gould. 
Noctua perlineata, Hodgson. N. cuculoides, Jerdon, Catal. Ath. 
undulatus, Blyth, J. A. S. xi. p. 457. Ath. cuculoides, Phillips, 
P. Z. S. 1857, p. 86 (?). 

Hab. Most parts of India; sub-Himalayan region: never on 
the alluvium of Lower Bengal, but appears immediately this is 
quitted in a westerly direction. 


97. ATH. MALABARICA, Blyth, J. A. S. xv. p. 281. 
Syn. Ath. castanoptera, Jerdon’s Cat., Supp. 
Hab. S. Malabar (Travancore, Cochin, &c.). 


* Mr. Cassin gives “ India ” as the locality for a specimen of this bird ; 
but I have never heard of its occurrence on the western side of the Bay of 
Bengal, and know but of one instance of its having been obtained so high 
as in Arakan. When will writers cease to cite the word ** India" so very 
vaguely ? 
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98. ATH. CASTANOPTERA. (PI. Col. 98.) 

Syn. Strix castanoptera, Horsfield. Str. spadicea, Reinwardt. 
Ath. castanotus, Blyth. 

Hab. Ceylon ; Tenasserim (Helfer); Malayan peninsula (?) ; 
Java. 


99. ATH. BRAMA. (Pl. Col. 68.) 

Syn. Strix brama, Temminck. Noctua indica, Franklin. N. 
tarayensis, Hodgson. “Athene indica, Gould," Chesney's Ex- 
pedition, 1. p. 362. 

Hab. Most parts of India, from the Punjáb to Burmah and 
Ceylon; Persia; W. Asia; Assam ; Sylhet: never ascends into 
the hills. 


100. Aru. Noctua. (Pl. Enl. 439 ; Gould, B. E. pl. 48.) 

Syn. Striæ noctua, Retzius, Faun. Suec. p. 85. Str. nudipes, 
Nilsson. Str. passerina, Lath. & Temm. Ath. bactriana, Blyth, 
J. A. S. xvi. p. 761. Ath. gymnopus, Hodgson*. Noctua 
glauz, Savigny. Str. persica (?), Vieillot (vide Rev. Zool. 1849, 
p. 18). 

Hab. Europe; N. Africa, W. Asia; Afghanistan; rare in 
Himalaya t. 


Genus Tznioptynx, Kaup. 


101. T. Bropit. 
Syn. Noctua brodiei, Burton. N. tubiger, Hodgson. 
Hab. Himalaya (common). 


Genus Ninox, Hodgson. 


102. N.scuTELLATUSs. (Pl. Col. 289.) 
Syn. Strix scutellata, Raffles. Str. hirsuta, Temminck. Str. 


* This species wants seeing to. There would seem to be two—A. 
bactriana, nobis (= noctua v. nudipes? = meridionalis?), and A. gym- 
nopus, Hodgson (vide Bp. in Comptes Rendus, xli. (1855) p. 653). 

+ Himalayan specimens require to be compared with Ath. meridionalis, 
Brehm, the true “ Bird of Minerva." Str. sonneratii, Temm. (Pl. Col. 21), 
is stated to be from Pondichery; but no such bird appears to inhabit 
India properly so called. It appertains to the genus Athene. 
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luguoris, Tickell. Ninox nepalensis, Hodgson. Athene malay- 
ensis, Eyton. 

Hab. All India, with Ceylon; Indo-Chineseregion ; Malayan 
peninsula and archipelago ; China. 

Remarks.—Prince Bonaparte gives the Bornean and Japanese 
(i.e. Chinese ?) races as distinct species—var. borneensis et var. 
japonica of Schlegel. He also describes a N. philippensis, Compt. 
Rend. xli. p. 654 ; and approximates the Madagascar race to that 
of Japan. 


Genus Buraca, Hodgson. 


108. B. newarensts, Hodgson, As. Res. xix. p. 168; J. A.S.B. 
ii. p. 872. 

Hab. Himalaya. 

104. B. xNpRANEE. (Gray & Mitch. Gen. Birds, pl. 14?) 

Syn. Strix indranee, Sykes. Bulaca monticola, Jerdon. 

Hab. S. India and Ceylon ; Tenasserim provinces and Malayan 
peninsula. 


105. B. sevoputo. (Pl. Col. 230.) 

Syn. Strix seloputo, Horsfield. Str. pagodarum, Temminck. 

Hab. Tenasserim provinces; Malayan peninsula and archi- 
pelago ; Nicobar Islands. 

106. B. stnensis. (Hardwicke’s Ill. Ind. Zool. pl. 21.) 


Syn. Strix sinensis, Latham. S. orientalis, Shaw. | Syrnium 
ocellatum, Lesson. 


Hab. Most parts of India, to foot of Himalaya: not Lower 
Bengal (at least, below the tideway of the rivers). Tenasserim 
provinces (Mergui). 

| Genus SYRNIUM, Savigny. 


107. S. nrvicotum, Hodgson. 


Hab. Himalaya (barely separable from the European S. 
aluco). 


Subfam. STRIGIN Æ. 


Genus PnopiLvs, Is. Geoffroy. 
108. Pu. Baprus. (Horsfield’s Zool. Res. in Java, pl. 37.) 
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Syn. Strix badia, Horsfield. 
Hab. Nepal; Sikbim ; Assam; Arakan; Tenasserim provinces; 
Malayan peninsula and islands. 


Genus Srrix, L. (as limited). 


109. Srr. savanica. (Gray & Mitch. Gen. Birds, pl. 15; 
Gould's Birds of Austr. 1. pl. 31.) 

Syn. Str. javanica, Gm. Str. delicatula, Gould. Str. flammea 
of India and S.E. Asia generally, auctorum. 

Hab. India generally, and Ceylon, with S.E. Asia and its 


archipelago, extending to New Caledonia and Australia. 


Genus ScELosTRIX, Kaup. 


110. Sc. caNprDa. (Jerdon’s Ill. Ind. Orn. pl. 30.) 

Syn. Strix candida, Tickell, J. A. S. i. p. 572. Str. longi- 
membris, Jerdon. Str. javanica, Phillips, P. Z. S. 1857, p. 87. 

Hab. Plains of India; common in high grass: very rare on 
the mud-soil of Lower Bengal**. 


II.— Description of a new African Plover. 
By Baron Tu. v. Hevexin 1. 


(Plate II.) 


HEMERODROMUs ciNcTUS, Heugl., sp. et gen. nov. 


Avis hornotina. Supra fuliginosus, subtus albus, notei plumis 
late et distincte rufo-ochraceo limbatis: fronte, stria lata 
verticali, loris, supercilis, fasciaque stricta nuchali ad oculos 
utrinque extendente albidis, plus minusve intensius rubente 
isabellino indutis; fascia nuchali delicate nigricante strio- 
lata; gutture fascia angusta pectus versus in apicem pro- 
longata intense castanea circumdato; stria longitudinali 
per colli latera decurrente fusco-nigra ; fascia lata basin 


* The Striz capensis, A. Smith (S. African Zoology, Aves, pl. 45), is con- 
sidered by Prof. Kaup to be synonymous with Sc. candida; but it is 
obviously a second species of the genus.  Horsfield's Strix capensis, from 
a drawimg by Dr. F. Buchanan Hamilton, refers, of course, to the Indian 
species. 

+ Communicated to the Editor by Dr. G. Hartlaub. 

» 


